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Demographics

22%None0%No education

5%Tertiary education
70%Secondary education
25%Primary education

16%Other positionEducation

2%Upper level managerial, administrative, or professional position
2%Intermediate managerial, administrative, or professional position1%Don’t know
4%Supervisor in managerial, administrative, or professional position81%Predominantly urban
4%Junior managerial, administrative, or professional position18%Predominantly rural
5%Clerical workerTypes of Area Lived In

10%Skilled manual worker
13%Semi-skilled manual or service worker3.5No. of Children (Mean)
13%Manual or service worker with minimal formal education or training
9%State pensioner with no other earnings4.6No. of People in HH (Mean)

Occupation
1%Declined to answer

7%Decline to Answer27%Widow/widower
8%300,000 MYR- 399,999 MYR2%Divorced
7%200,000 MYR- 299,999 MYR1%Separated

11%100,000 MYR- 199,999 MYR<1%With a long-term partner
20%80,000 MYR - 99,999 MYR65%Married
16%60,000 MYR - 79,999 MYR5%Never married
14%40,000 MYR - 59,999 MYRMarital Status
7%20,000 MYR- 39,999 MYR
6%10,000 MYR - 19,999 MYR51%Female
3%< 10,000 MYR49%Male

Total 2005 HH IncomeGender
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How is your health in general?

Base: Malaysia
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Do you have difficulty with any of the following?
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40-49
N=251

6 4 8 6 2 2 3 4 3 2 3

50-59
N=251

6 8 15 13 3 3 3 7 4 8 6

60-69
N=250

12 16 28 22 5 5 13 12 12 14 14

70-79
N=250

27 31 52 49 5 6 17 26 23 32 28

Getting up
from a chair

Walking
100 yards

Climbing
stairs

Lifting
heavy

objects
Dressing Bathing Eating

Getting in
or out
of bed

Preparing
a meal

Doing work
around the
house or

Remember-
ing things

Base: Malaysia

% Say “Yes”
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It is the duty of adults to
provide for their parents
(and parents-in-law when
appl.) in times of need
later in their life

It is the duty of
grandparents to be there for
their grandchildren in times
of difficulty (e.g. illness,
divorce)

It is the duty of grand-
parents to contribute to
the economic security
of their family (i.e their
children/grandchildren)

It is the duty of a parent to
do his/her best for his/her
children even at the
expense of their own well-
being

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251
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Here are some statements about family responsibilities.
To what extent do you agree with each of them?
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Personal care for
older persons in need?
(e.g. nursing, bathing,
dressing)

Practical help in
the home for older
persons in need?
(e.g. cleaning,
shopping, cooking)

Financial support for
older persons in need?

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251
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0% 50% 100%

Should the individual, the family or the government be
primarily responsible for each of the following?
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Mother-in-law is
still living

Father-in-law is
still living

Mother is still living

They are all deceased

Father is still living

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251

Please could you let us know which of your parents
(‘and parents-in-law’) are still alive today?
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Another village/town
but close enough to
visit regularly

Same village/town
but not within
walking distance

Another village/town
but too far away to
visit regularly

Same village/town
within walking distance

Same building

In another country

Same household
as me

70-79
N: Father=2, Mother=2,
FIL=1, MIL=4

60-69
N: Father=7, Mother=28,
FIL=13, MIL=22

50-59
N: Father=31, Mother=81,
FIL=25, MIL=55

40-49
N: Father=87, Mother=149,
FIL=59, MIL=96
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Where do your parent(s)/parent(s)-in-law live?

Base (Respondents with surviving parent(s)/parent(s)-in-law): Malaysia
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base too small
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About once a month

About every two weeks

Less than
once a month

About once a week

More than once a
week (but not daily)

Not at all

Every day

70-79
N: Father=2, Mother=2,
FIL=1, MIL=4

60-69
N: Father=7, Mother=28,
FIL=13, MIL=22

50-59
N: Father=31, Mother=81,
FIL=25, MIL=55

40-49
N: Father=87, Mother=149,
FIL=59, MIL=96

During the past 6 months, how often have you had
personal contact with your parent(s)/parent(s)-in-law live
(i.e. not by phone or mail)?
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Base (Respondents with surviving parent(s)/parent(s)-in-law): Malaysia

0% 50% 100%

6

16

10

16

10

39

3

21

12

5

15

11

35

1

4

8

4

12

8

64

0

5

4

7

15

16

51

2

0% 50% 100%

11

4

11

11

21

39

4

9

5

5

9

18

45

9

0% 50% 100%

Father Mother Father-in-law Mother-in-law
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to display
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During the past 6 months, how often have you had
personal contact with the child you see most often
(i.e. not by phone or mail)?

Base (Respondents with surviving children): Malaysia

About once a month

About every two weeks

Less than once a month

About once a week

More than once a
week (but not daily)

Not at all

Every day

70-79
N=234

60-69
N=236

50-59
N=225

40-49
N=225

64

9

6

4

6

10

1

0% 50% 100%

74

8

5

3

4

4

2

0% 50% 100%

61

9

8

4

9

8

<1

0% 50% 100%
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7
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4

5

8

1

0% 50% 100%
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In the course of the last 6 months, have you received
Financial Support from a friend or relative..? From whom?

Base: Malaysia

52

5

91

7

17

3

0% 50% 100%

35

21

74

0

11

11

0% 50% 100%

One of my grandchildren

One of my children

Other family

My spouse/partner

N=157N=129N=87N=74From Whom?

A friend

Yes, received support

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251Received Support?
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In the course of the last 6 months, have you received
Practical help in the home (e.g. cleaning, shopping, cooking)
from a friend or relative..? How often? From whom?
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Base: Malaysia

More than once a week
(but not daily)

About once a month

Less than once a month

About every two weeks

About once a week

Every day

N=141N=79N=65N=53How Often?

One of my grandchildren

One of my children

Other family

My spouse/partner

N=141N=79N=65N=53From Whom?

A friend

Yes, received help

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251

Received Help?
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In the course of the last 6 months, have you received
Personal care (e.g. nursing, bathing, dressing) from a friend
or relative..? How often? From whom?

2

0% 50% 100%

2

0% 50% 100%

Base: Malaysia

Base too
small to
display

Base too
small to
display

Base too
small to
display

Base too
small to
display

Base too
small to
display

Base too
small to
display

More than once a week
(but not daily)

About once a month

Less than once a month

About every two weeks

About once a week

Every day

N=25N=5N=5N=3How Often?

One of my grandchildren

One of my children

Other family

My spouse/partner

N=25N=5N=5N=3From Whom?

A friend

Yes, received care

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251Received Care?
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28
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15
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In the course of the last 6 months, have you provided
Financial Support for a friend or relative..? To whom?

18

30

20

20

48

25

0% 50% 100%

24

34

34

19

42

24

0% 50% 100%

Base: Malaysia

One of my grandchildren

One of my children

Other family

My spouse/partner

N=27N=44N=59N=68To Whom?

A friend

Yes, provided support

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251Provided Support?
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In the course of the last 6 months, have you provided
Practical help in the home (e.g. cleaning, shopping, cooking)
for a friend or relative..? How often? To whom?
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23
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0
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Base: Malaysia

More than once a week
(but not daily)

About once a month

Less than once a month

About every two weeks

About once a week

Every day

N=20N=37N=39N=46How Often?

One of my grandchildren

One of my children

Other family

My spouse/partner

N=20N=37N=39N=46To Whom?

A friend

Yes, provided help

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251

Provided Help?
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In the course of the last 6 months, have you provided
Personal care (e.g. nursing, bathing, dressing) for a friend or
relative..? How often? To whom?
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0% 50% 100%

5

0% 50% 100%
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More than once a week
(but not daily)

About once a month

Less than once a month

About every two weeks

About once a week

Every day

N=5N=13N=5N=15How Often?

One of my grandchildren

One of my children

Other family

My spouse/partner

N=5N=13N=5N=15To Whom?

A friend

Yes, provided care

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251Provided Care?
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19

8

54

31

6

62

19

0% 50% 100%

18

7

57

16

20

58

24

0% 50% 100%

Are you involved in any form of voluntary, unpaid work in an
organisation or association? How many hours a week on
average are you involved in this voluntary, unpaid work?

Base: Malaysia

Base too
small to
display

No, never have been

Not at the moment,
but have been

6-10 hours

1-5 hours

More than 10 hours

Less than 1 hour

N=17N=44N=48N=45Hours Involved?

Yes

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251

Involved in Voluntary,
Unpaid Work?
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Lack of money prevents
me from doing the
things I want to do

Family responsibilities
prevent me from doing
what I want to do

I feel that what happens
to me is out of my
control

I feel the future looks
good for me

I feel life is full of
opportunities

My age prevents me
from doing the things I
would like to do

I am able to do the
things I want to do

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251

31

20

14
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9

18

33

38

48

50

28

41

36

41

30

31

33

38

31

25

19

2

2

30

19

21

7

4

0% 50% 100%

Here is a list of statements describing how people feel about
their life and their feelings. How often – if at all – do you think
each statement applies to you?
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42
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Often Sometimes Rarely Never

Base: Malaysia
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0
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I felt everything was
too much effort

I felt sad

I felt depressed

I was looking forward to
the future

I was happy

I felt lonely

I enjoyed life

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251
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1

3
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<1

0% 50% 100%

How often have you felt the following over the last week?

Base: Malaysia
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2

33

28
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3

1

2

2

0% 50% 100%

Almost all of the time Most of the time Some of the time Almost none of the time Never
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Your hobbies

Your education

Your friends

Where you live

None of these

Your religion

Your work

Don’t know

Your family

70-79
N=250

60-69
N=250

50-59
N=251

40-49
N=251
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6

2

2

<1

<1

0% 50% 100%

When you think of who you are, you think mainly of….
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3

2

1

0

1

<1

0% 50% 100%

Base: Malaysia
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